SIMULACRA

Named a�er the six rivers that lead to the underworld in Ancient Greek Mythology,
these pieces were generated by implemen�ng A.I to create a series of NFT’s. A bonus
piece ‘Charon’, named a�er the arcane ferryman of the dead, was also made. Based on
30 authen�c inputs in the data set including collage, graffi�, and digital drawing which
were all previously made by the ar�st.

Z: Introduce yourself and your style

K: “My name is Kim, I'm a selftaught visual ar�st. My style is
colorful, chao�c, and imbued with
ideas I can't necessarily explain in
plain English.”

Z: Tell us about your creative process

K: “My crea�ve process is some
kind of a�empt at organizing
chaos or condensing it. I always
end up keeping a lot of doodles
and ideas which carry li�le weight
or context but feel important to
me. I use the doodles that I can't
bring myself to discard to create
collages. Some of them contain
drawings and pain�ngs that were
made up to a decade before the
final piece is compiled. I condense
a lot of these fragmented pieces/
memories into a single image, or
'whole'. ”

Z: Tell us more about Simulacra

K: “The series ‘Simulacra’ is a
digital interpreta�on of my work
formed by A.I.
The data I input for the machine
learning to interpret ranged from
images of my fine art, murals, and
doodles. Essen�ally the algorithm
learned pa�erns and aesthe�c
similari�es across my work to
produce something it believes to
be of close resemblance to my
organic pieces.”

Z: What did you expect going into this
project?

K:
“This
was
really
an
experimental project for me so
my expecta�ons were very broad
and it was generally just exci�ng.
I had no idea what would come
out of the other side as obviously,
the crea�ve element was out of
my control.”

“THE PIECE
THAT REALLY
CAPTURED ME
WAS STYX, THE
ALMOST NEON
HUES THE A.I
COMBINED,
THAT ONE I
FOUND REALLY
BEAUTIFUL.”
Z: How did you feel about what the AI created?

K: “When I saw the results I was really enthralled, so I feel like the machine learning technique
must have picked up on some underlying idea that is of interest to me, I suppose mainly the
colors. The piece that really captured me the most was Styx, the almost neon hues the A.I
combined, that one I found really beau�ful.”

Z: The AI used your own art as base images for this project, do
you feel the end result still represents your style fully?

K: “I actually feel like the machine is a be�er abstract
ar�st than me! I liked the results a lot more than I
usually like my own work, I suppose I feel like the
harsh inner cri�c was displaced in the process. I just
got to enjoy the final result and curate the collec�on.
I think it could be used to generate ideas and
experiment in a way you wouldn't necessarily come
up with yourself. So it could be a useful tool for
crea�ve block.”

“THE TITLE OF THE WORKS
‘SIMULACRA’ HERALDS THE DAWN
OF A NEW TECHNOLOGICAL AGE
AND THE SUBSEQUENT INEVITABLE
DEATH OF OUR REALITY AS WE
HAVE COME TO KNOW IT.”
Z: Why did you want to have an AI create work?

K: “The thing that drew me to experimen�ng with the
A.I was really the omnipotence of technology in our
lives at this point. With NFT's becoming more
popular and also because I was working alongside
some 3D designers on other projects at the �me, I
was learning a lot and I became less technophobic. I
am interested in the crea�ve implica�ons of
technology as well as the prac�cal side to it. I felt like
I was going through a paradigm shi� at the �me.”

Z: Do you think that AI creations will ever match/replace art
made by people?

K: “Let's just say the conversa�on between humans
and technology is very interes�ng. I wouldn't like to
get too deep into the idea of simula�ng 'art' because
that is a rabbit hole I hoped to elucidate in the �tle of
the series. The concept of replacing reality as we
know it, with a new representa�on of it, is somewhat
boundless. It's really where science, technology and
art become less dissimilar than we o�en like to think.”

Z: Describe your work in 10 words or less. Z: What’s
K: “ Hypersaturated, philosophical, invention?
bold, busy, chao�c, sen�mental,
explora�ve and exci�ng.”

Z: What led you to making the work you
make now?

K: “The work I make is really an
ongoing conversa�on between
myself and my psyche. It has
developed alongside me and I have
learned and grown with it. I feel
like it is as much a part of me as
myself.”
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K: “My most favorite recent
inven�on has to be the iPad Pro.
It's really fun to work on ProCreate
especially.”

Z: What’s your go to colour combo?

K: “My favorite color combo is
lavender and an inexplicable pastel
neon green, but always some pink
in
there
too.
Neons
are
unavoidable for me.”

Z: Who are your favourite artists (big/
Z: If you had unlimited money and small)?
resources what would be your dream K: “My favorite ar�sts are mainly
project?
ta�oo ar�sts. I feel a lot more
K: “If I had no limits I don't think I'd
get much art done. I feel mostly
driven by my limita�on and feel
like I thrive with it.”

Z: How do you combat art block?

K: “I feel like the only way to
combat ar�s�c block is to stop
focusing on trying, which is easier
said than done. I am usually forced
into a state of burnout before I give
up and let go of trying, but always
as soon as I let go a new idea
arrives. As I get older I definitely
get be�er at learning when to stop
before I exhaust myself. Regular
breaks are the key.”

inspired by folk art from different
places than by individuals. Symbols
and ideas are big. Saying that I feel
that I've been inspired by Tracey
Emin since I was younger. I am
more influenced by psychologists
and philosophers and the books I
read. I am really obsessed with Carl
Jung.”

Z: What made you get involved with
Zanna?

K: “Zanna is something I've been
aware of for a while, I really respect
the love that goes into it and the
pla�orm it creates for ar�sts.”

Z: Where/how can people best support
Z: What tip/hack do you wish you’d known you?
sooner?
K: “People can visit my website
K: “The above. Rest is important. It
actually helps you to do more.”

kimpiffy.com and like, comment,
share on instagram @kimpiffy.”

@kimpiffy

